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RUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME ; NEITHER COUNT I 
MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH 
MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE MINISTRY, WHICH I HAVE 
RECEIVED OF THE LORD JE§US } TO TESTIFY THE SoSPEL 
OF THE GRACE OF GOD, 
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T is a duty, which we owe to ourselves, to virtue, to 
religion, and to God, that we suffer not the memory of the 
righteous to perish. It is a duty, which we owe to the Great 
Redeemer, thankfully to acknowledge the rich blessings, granted 
to his church j and, when his faithful servants are removed from 
p their earthly labors to pay our humble tribute of respect to their 
worth, and impress their virtues upon our hearts. 

*V A scene of uncommon woe has called us this day to the 

house of God. He, who giveth not account of himself to man, 

o lias, under circumstances of peculiar distress, called from this 

•^ world a servant of Christ, who, for many years, broke to this 
church the bread of life, breathed in this place the spirit of pure 
devotion, was the medium of communication between heaven 
arid earth, and testified to this people the gospel op the 

^ grace of God. 

^ ' With great embarrassment I appear before you on this 
melancholy occasion. Having in the course of a few days been 
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hurried from-one scene of affliction to another, each increasing 
in darkness and distress, my mind has been overwhelmed in 
dismay ; and I know not how to address you. Gladly would I 
shrink from public view, and yield this place to some one, whose 
talents, and christian experience, would cioahle him more accu- 
rately to describe, and more forcibly to impress upon your 
minds, the character of him, whose loss we deplore ; and weu!4 
give a deeper interest in your hearts to the consolations of the 
gospel of the grace op God. But I am not placed here to 
indulge personal grief, nor to aggravate the sufferings of the 
afflicted. I would, as a minister of Christ, and in the name of 
him, who came into this world to bind up the broken- hearted, 
assist you in properly noticing and improving Ae solemn Prov- 
idence, which has covered this temple with mourning, and filled^ 
your eyes with tears, : 

As a proper guide on this mournful occasion, I have? 
selected a part of Paul's address' to the elders of the church at* 
Ephesus, whom he met for the last tithe upon earth : Bex; 

NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME ; NEITHER CO0WT I lfY f 
tlFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, SO TflAT I MIGHT FINISH MY 
COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE jAl«IST*V, WHICH I HAVE *E~' 
CEIVED OF THE LORD JESCS, TO TESTIFY THE GOS5>EL OF THE; 

grace of god. These words express that perfect devotion of 
heart to God, which every minister of Christ ought to have made* 
They are expressive of ardor in the service of Jesus Christ, and; 
of a determined resolution of fidelity to; him, tlfough dangers* 
difficulties and death, should threaten. : > 

Paul with full conviction, that his tourse would be marked 
with the most tremendous, sufferings, tfrat.fris life would beia. 



perpetual jeopardy, was not disobedient t6 the heavenly 
vision. -He, when impressed with conviction of the truth, as it 
is in Jesus ; when his- spiritual vision was purged, and he saw 
the worth and the glory of t^e gospel of thegr acTe of god ; 
when he became impressed with its absolute necessity to* the 
salvation of a sinful world, put on the armor of god, 'and en- 
listed,-' as a determined, zealous and powerful soldier under the 
banner of the Cross ; and commenced a conflict against igno- 

ranee, sin and wretchedness. 

* 

The prominent traits in the character of this great apos- 
tle, were deep conviction of the truth and importance of the 
religion, which he advocated ; a firmness in promoting its in- 
terests, which no difficulties could overcome ; a .zeal, never 
wearied in the service of his Master ; such perfect devotion of 
heart to Jesus Christ, as in his view rendered worthless all 
human distinctions, and of no account all temporal embarrass- 
ments, when compared with the interests of the Redeemer's, 
kingdom, and the honours reserved, for those, who fuccessfully 
struggle in the glorious combat, to which he was devoted. 

Paul, educated, in the straite&t sect of .the Jewish religion, 
having imbibed the prejudices of his nation, once opposed the 
faith, which afterwards he embraced and defended. All the pow- 
ers of his vigorous and cultivated mind, all the JSrjimcss, and 
persevering industry, for which his character was ever distin- 
guished, were brought into operation for the destruction of the 
humble followers of the Lamb, and the^ religion,, which to them 
was dearer, than life. Christ appeared to him, and poured upon 
his mind the light of heavenly truth. He arrested the messen- 
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ger of cruelty in his sanguinary career. Paul saw, believed and 
embraced the Saviour, By miraculous interposition his mind 
was enlightened, and his heart sanctified. The glories of the 
Gospel beamed upon him. They entirely occupied his vigor- 
ous intellect, and softened his heart to devotion and love. Faith 
in Christ became deeply fixed ; the truths of the Gospel gained 
his unwavering belief, and to be an instrument in enlightening 
and saving sinners, became an object of sacred ambition. That 
conviction of the truth, and importance of the Gospel, had 
perfect rontrol of his mind and heart, cannot be doubted, when 
are recollected the sufferings and labours, which he endured in 
its advancement. 

When Paul submitted to the authority of Christ, he diet 
not anticipate a life of ease and splendour. He knew the cir- 
cumstances of the church. He knew the malignant and per- 
severing opposition, which was making to destroy her existence, 
to pour contempt upon hef sons, and to obliterate every vestige 
of the religion of Jesus. At all times he might have said, as he 
did, when about to visit Jerusalem : I go— not knowing THt 

THINGS, THAT SHALL BEFAL ME — SAVE, THAT THE 1 HOLY 
GHOST WITNESSETH IN EVERY CITY, SAYING, THAT BONDS AND 

A? evictions abide mb. With that firmness of spirit* which 
a consciousness of the goodness of the cause, in which he was* 
engaged, inspired, and with a deep conviction of the importance 
of the services, which he was commanded to perform, this chris- 
tian hero met thz dangers of his course, regardless of difficulties, 
that he might testify the gospel of the grace of god. 
The trials, through which he passed, might have overwhelmed 
an ordinary mind, in any common cause, A catalogue of them 



is given by himself. Of the jfcws jive times received i 

FORTY STRIPES, SAVE ONB t THRICE WAS I BEATEN WITH 
K<QDS, ONCE WAS I STONED, THRICE I SUFFERED SHIPWRECK, 

A NIGHT AND A DAY I HAVE BEEN IN THE D^P: IN JOURNEV- 

1NGS OFTEN, IN PERILS OF WATERS, IN PERILS OF ROBBERS, IN 

PERILS BY MINE OWN COUNTRYMEN, IN PERILS BY THE HeA- 

I'll EN, IN PERILS IN THE CITY, IN PERILS IN THE WILDERNESS, 

IN PERILS IN THE SEA, IN PERILS AMONG FALSE BRETHREN J IN 
WEARINESS AND PAINFULNESS, IN WATCHINGS OFTEN, IN HUNGER 
AND THIRST, IN FASTINGS OFTEN, IN COLD AND NAKEDNESS. BE- 
SIDE THOSE THINGS, THAT ARE WITHOUT, THAT WHICH COM- 
ETH UPON ME DAILY, THE CARE OF ALL THE CHURCHES. 

Such were the sufferings of this holy man ; yet he did not 
shrink from the christian warfare on account of the heat of the 
battle. With true christian firmness he says, i can do all 

THINGS THROUGH CHRIST, WHO STRENGTHENETH ME. Diffi- 
culties, and dangers never bore down his mind. None of these 
things moved him. His zeal never abated, but at all times glowed 
in his bosom. He did not count his life dear to himself \ so that he 
might finish his course with joy % and the ministry \ which he had received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify tie gospel of the grace of God. He was 
entirely devoted to his Master, and the best interests of man- 
kind. Though flattered with the prospect of distinction among 
the learned men of his nation, he was willing to be thought a 
fool by the advocates of worldly wisdom, that he might advance 
the reign of righteousness. He abandoned without a sigh every 
hope of earthly honor, when the indulgence of it was inconsis- 
tent with his duty to Christ. He was not left unsupported. 
He h#d the christian privilege of rejoicing in tribulations. His 
affections we rtt placed on things above, and the hopes of religion 



rendered him superior to the fluctuations of earth. He rejoiced, 
that be was couhteti worthy to suffer shame for the name of Christ. 
So entirely was he devoted to the Redeemer, {Hat he considered, 
as nothing, the sacrifices, "which he made in his 'service. 

YEA, DOt/B*rr/6SS, AKO I OOUtfT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS <FOR: THE EX- 
CELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS MY LORD ; FOIL 
WHOM I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS.OF ALL THINGS, AND IDO: COUNT' 
THEM BUT REFUSE, THAT I MAY WIN CHRIST AND BE FOUND IN HIM,- 
NOT HAVING MINE OWN R IGHTEO USN ESS* WHICH IS AFTER. THE LAW) 

BUT THAT, WHICH IS THROUGH THE FAITH OF CHRIST, THE RIGH* 
TEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF. GOD BY FAITH.; THAT I MAY KNOW HIM, 
AND THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION, AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
HIS SUFFFERINGS, BEING MADE* CONFORMABLE UNTO HIS DEATH ; 
IF BY ANY MEANS I MIGHT ATTAIN UNTO TH2 RESURRECTION OF* 
THE DEAD. 

The firmness, which Paul manifested in the cause o£ 
Christ, the uniform z^al, and exertion, which he displayed i» 
his service, the unreserved consecration of himself, amid diffi- 
culties and dangers, to the catijfe, in Which he was engaged, leave 
no doubt of the ftrength of his faith, and the importance, 
attached in his mind, to the religion, which he advocated. The 
caltpnefs and joy, with which he pafled through a miniftry* filled 
with calamities, bear unequivocal evidenceof the power of got- 
pel principles and motives to fuftain the mind under the preffure 
of adverfity. He Jinisbed bis course with joy, and the ministry, 
which be received of the Lord Jesus. He proclaimed to a great 
part of the civilized world the good news of falvation through a 
Redeemer ; and faithfully teftified the gospel of the grace of God. 
When his Matter called him from the fccne of his earthly labours, 
he was ready to depart, efteeming it a privilege to be absent from 
the body, that he might be present with the Lord. 
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•r Thefe reflections have been made upon the character of 
Paul, that your feelings and my own, might be prepared for fome 
appropriate remarks on the character of that venerable fei*vant of 
Jesus, whofe lofs we deplore. You will not expect from me a 
complete deliniation of the character of the late refpected and 
beloved paftor of this church. Such a tafk, at any time, I (hould 
T>e incapable of performing ; under the circumftances, in which 
I now appear before you, I shall not attempt to perform it. If 
fincere refpect, and love for the fervant of God, whofe death we 
lament, can claim indulgence for the imperfect sketches, which 
may be given, I (hall have fecured to me your candour. If what 
may be faid (hall be unworthy of the occafian, on which I an* 
called to addrefs you ? I (hall be folaced with the belief, that the 
character of your departed friend and fpiritual guide will not 
fuflfcrj for, I jtrp^, that ,his;excellencies are deeply impreffed upon 
your hearts, and, that you will do juftice to his ipemory. 

The RdV. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, d. d. was born in 
Rutland, Mafs. Oct. 14, 1751. His father, during a long minis- 
try in that town, was diftinguifhed for his active zeal in the duties 
of his fatted office. The late paftor of this church was fearly 
deftined for profefiional life. He was admitted, as a ftudent in 
Yale College,, and received the ufual honours of that feminary. 
How he occupied his time during his academical courfe ; and in 
what efticq9jion he was held by the literary guardians of that 
refpectable feminary, may be inferred from his being elected to 
the office of tutor, in which he continued four years. While an 
undergraduate, he became ferioufly impreffed with religious truth, 
snd, a9 he hoped, reconciled to God by faith in his Son. From 
this important period of his life, till he became the paftor of this 
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church, his attention was directed to preparations for the chris- 
tian miniftry. In January 1779 he was folemnly dedicated to the 

ptftoral office in this place. . 

• • • 

The character of Qr. Buckminfter's mind was ftrortgly 
marked. It had much originality. No perfon could bs con- 
fiderably converfant with him without noticing that ftrength of 
volition, which always indicates fuperiority of intellectual en- 
dowments. His mind was rapid in its operations, and impatient 
of delay. His imagination was excurfive, and ever on the wing. 
In the character of his mind, he appeared to have been qualified 
for diftinclion in the department of elegant literature. Such in 
early life was his talie for the charms of mufic and poetry, that! 
he ferioufly apprehended, he fliould 1 forego 1 folid ufefulnefs of 
chara6ler to enjoy thcpleafures of fancy. Under thii appre- 
henfion he almoft totally abftrafted himfelf from liis favourite 
purfuits, and for Parnaffus, fubftituted Mount* Zion. ' # Ih hia 
fervices, as a chriftian minifter, traces of a playful tnaagj&iation 
werq ever difcoverable. He feeme<j tt> delight to dwell On the fig- 
urative language, and rich imagery of the fcriptuj-es,,and tpjjr^fe 
the folemn truths of religion in all ithe ornaments, which the. 

facred clafficks could fupply, [ : v 

His paflions were naturally ardent and ftrong. They re- 
quired all the power of chriftian ity for > thcir^ tfqntrol. This 
power was employed, and they were fan&ified to his Mafter'e 
fervice. His heart was warm, affc6lionate and generous. Frank- 
nefs and honefty were traits in his character, which all, who 
knew him, muft have obferved and admired. His purpofes 
were formed by the dictates of confidence, and he wi(hed for no; 
concealment ; his errours were Jfuch as good m$n may commit, 
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and he was ever forward, when they were perceived by him, to. 
acknowledge them. His confidence was remarkably delicate and 
tender. He had fuch a deep impreflion of the nature of fin, 
that' he habitually ihrunk from it, as from every thing bafe, dis- 
honorable, and oppofed to the chara&er of that God, whom he 
ferved. He ufed every proper means of preferving the delicacy 
of his moral talle ; and through life was remarkable for the 
quicknefs, with which he perceived any deviation from moral rec- 
titude, and for the lively fenfibility, with which he obferved 
the flighteft fhades of iniquity. 

I have attempted to fix upon ferae, of the prominent traits 
in the chara&er of Dr. Buckminfter's mind and heart, as they 
have been impreffed upon me, during the fhort period, in which 
I have been indulged with the privilege of his acquaintance. If 
the defcription, given, be in ^ny degree correft, it might have 
been expe&ed, that fuch natural talents, fanftified by religion, 
would attfaft thte atterif ton of the friends of Chrift, and be tile 
means of advancing hi* glorioas caufe. His natural talents 
were fan&ified, and entirely devoted to the mini/hy 9 which he 
renewed of the Lord Jtsus. 1« the- forittatkm of hi* rfiinifterial 
charaft&Y and the difchat^e d£ the duties of liis Jacred office, his 
whole foul! was engaged. Though he felt moft fenfibly the con- 
tempt, pouted by finners upon the kind meffages of his Matter, 
and often Indented with' much feeling the apparent inefficacy of 
his labours- yet he ? nevtr relaxed life exertions to dfr good. He 
could have laid, When ftruggiirtg with the difficulties, and dif- 
couragements, which attend the duties of the chrifKan miniftry, 

NONE OF THfiSB THINGS MOVE- ME ; NEITHER COim*' I MY 
"Lift DRAR UNtO MYSELF SO TAAT I MAY FINISH MY <J0URSE 
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WITH JOY, AND THE MINISTRY WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF 
THE LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL OP THE GRACE 
Oft GOD. 

Dr. Buckminfter having early devoted himfelf to God in 
the Gofpel of his Son, from a full convi&ion of the divine origin 
of chriftianity, of the infinite worth of the truths, which it re- 
veals, and of the abfolute neceffity of the mediation of Jefus 
Chrift to prepare the way for the reconciliation of finners unto 
God, advocated the caufe of his Matter with firmnefs ; and with 
perfevering zeal befought finners to fpurn the degrading bond- 
age of iniquity, to accept the gracious offers of pardon; to tafie 
and see, that the Lord is good. By his uniform exertions, and his 
entire confecration of himfelf to Chrift» he proved, that he was 
" honeft in the facred caufe." Poffeffing a vigorous. conftitution 
of body, he was enabled, with more conftancy, than many of his 
brethren, to labour in the vineyard of his. Lord. , ; Iffe wifhed not 
to withhold himfelf from the work •;, but was willing to spend, 
and be spent in his Masters service. He was in labours more abun- 
dant. He appeared ever anxious to difcover means, by which he 
could gain accefs \tp the hijroanhearf, and inculcate the truths of 
the- golpgl. \ All, who wifhed for his inftru&wHvs, found him grat- 
ified with affording them his affiftance. ' In promoting an acquain- 
tance with the facred fcriptures; and in cultivating among the 
people of hi$ charge a devotional .fpiiit* Jig ftnplpyedijjmch of his 
time. jTothefe purpofes he ftatedty : devot$d : portions of each, 
week , and has often expreffed the pleafijre, which he received 
from attending with his friends, feafons feparated . for improve-, 
ment in religious knowledge*, and for ewrcifes of piety. 

In times of ficknefs and forrow he appeared, as 4 minifter 
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of the great phyfician of fouls. He gave his aid in encouraging 
the hopes of the humble chriftian, lahguifhing by difeafe. He 
unfolded to him the animating promifes of the gospel of t be grace, 
of God, and allured him, that death had no power to injure his 
belt interefts ; for Jefus had taken away its fting, and brought 
life and immortality to light. When he faw a finner finking into 
the grave carelefs concerning the fcenes, which were to open be- 
yond it, he felt all the folicitude and painful anxiety, which the 
moft facred friendlhip could infpire. With the utinoft piain- 
nefs, and with afFedionate zeal he explained to him the condi- 
tions of falvation, and prefled upon him the abfolute neceffity op 

REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD, AND FAITH TOWARD OUR LORD, 

jesus christ. He dire&ed the thoughts of mourners to God, 
the good Father of all ; inculcated refignation to his will, as a 
rational duty ; taught the ufes of adverfity, by his own prayers 
recommended them to divine mercy, and inftrufred them in the 
language and fpirit,. in which they might addrefs God, with a 
hope, that he would heal the wounds, which he had in flitted, 
and enable them to rejoice in tribulation. He was instant in sea- 
son* and out of season > to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

The chara&erifticks of his publick fervices were great folic- 
itude for the honour of Chrift, and the fouls of men j great fo- 
lemnity and fervour. His prayers breathed a fpirit of ardent 
piety. They were evidence, that human wants, the dangers, 
which encompafs the chrifHan's courfe, and the conflicts, to 
which goodnefs is expofed, were fubje&s of habitual thought, 
and of retired prayer. He took delight in devotional exercifes, 

and was much engaged in them. He very juftly confidered dtr 
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votion, as the life of christian goodnefs, and often lamented the 
dreadful ncglcft of the duties of piety, which he had mutfi resu 
fon to fear, was ihara&erift&cfcs of our times. 

In preaching the unfearchable riches of Chrift, he came 
to his^ people deeply impreffed with the infinite importance of 
the fubje&s, to which he called their attention, and earneftty de- 
lirous of affe&ing their hearts, that he might prefent ihem 
with joy at the bar of God. His fermons were not laboured by 
art ; but were calculated to imprefs the mind with the infinite 
worth of the religion, which they were defigned to fupport, and 
inculcate. His mind was not accuftomed to the regular man- 
agement of argumentative difcourfc. It was impatient of the 
forms of dofe inveftigation, and fyftematidk reafoning. It glan- 
ced with rapidity from one fubjeft to another ; and, when truth 
was thought to be difcovered, was eager to give to it a practical 
^eflfeft. His difcourfes, therefore, were often rather a collection 
of truths and exhortations, deemed important and ufeful, than a 
4yftcmatick arrangement of thoughts on any particular fubje&. 
"Hts fermons were always ferious ; his addrefles to the heart and 
confeience afiedionate, impreffive, *nd often eloquent. * 

No rotn was left difpoded, dian Dr. Buckmiafter, tfo enter 
the £d& of theological lontnwerfy. His affefifions were too 
fMtfb mellowed and fweetened by tfce fpirit ot the gofpel, to pec- 
JBItt him to feeU or exeneife that theological hatred, whidh is 
frftgB M ike bottom of disputes, faifely called dbiiftianr ; and 
which if fciways ftrengtheped by the maoper, in which the/ ape 
gsneratfy managed. What he believed, he bqlieued mitk his 
wfecjfe heart, and defended with the fu'mo^ of Ml ooniriftiott, 
and the warmth of ftrong feeling. In the expreffions of his be- 
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Kef he was hbneft j And toward thofe, who differed from him, he 
was willing to extend bis Charity. To the c&thoHcifin vof his- 
heart, to his poffefflon <>f that charity ^ which hopetb all things* 
toy own experience enables me to bear decided teftimony j and I 
do it with fentiments of gratitude and refpedt. 

Were he to content to he clafied with any particular de- 
nomination of christians, he would rank himfelf with the Calvi- 
nifts of the old school. He adopted their modes of interpreting the 
fcriptures* and gave his decided fupport to the do&rines, which 
they maintain. His faith remained unchanged from the begin- 
ning to the end of his chriftian courfc ; and the belief, that he 
had faithfully preached the truth to his people, was the confola* 
tion of his laft hours. During the courfe of his miniftry, he 
ever appeared happy, when engaged in befeechmg (inners to 
become reconciled to God. He did not count bis life dear unto 
kimsilfy so that be might finish bis course with joy, and the mimftry y 
which be had received of the Lord Jesus % to teftify the gospel of the 
grate of God. His accomplishments, as a chriftian minifter, 
attra&ed public attention. " The oftirnation, in which he was 
held by thofc, who knew hira, is beft declared by his being 
called to officiate on thofe various public occafions, where em* 
" inence and diftin£tion are defired $ the manner, in whiffr 
" he acquitted himfelf, did honor to him, and to thofe, whv 
"fele<5ted him-*" As a mark of refpeft for his chara&etv 
foe was honored with a degree of Do&or of Divinity from, a 
xefpo&able literary institution of our country. 

* Many of Dr. B's Sermons were published at the requeft of thofe, 
*tiho heafd them. A complete lift of them toold not be obtained for in- 
ferttaii in this platf e. They remain ift th* hands of his friends, as a fped- 
men of his talents, and pulpit etoqvefuiet 
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Upon his domeftic chara&er may be beftowcd unqualified 
praife. He was a husband, .wfeo deferved and received affe&ion- 
ate refpeft. He was a father, to whom his children looked with 
confidence, as their friend and guide ; whom they venerated and 
loved. 

But nothing on earth is permanent. The good man, 
whofe lofs we deplore, was conftitutionally expofed to diftreft 
ling nervous affe&ions ; and to deep gloom of mind. During 
the laft winter and fpring, his friends obferved, that his health 
Was in fome degree impaired ; and that he was often extremely 
deprefled. The gloom gradually thickened, and the dis- 
trefs increafed. A few days fince, we beheld, with trem- 
bling anxiety, that the cloud had completely enveloped him ; and 
at times, that the traces of rational exiftence were almoft en- 
tirely concealed * It was hoped, that by taking him from the 
cares of his laborious office, by giving him relaxation, and lead* 
Ing his thoughts to the various and enchanting fcenes, which at 
this feafbn, the face of nature prefents, his nerves might be bra- 
ced, tranquility of mind reftored, and • he be returned to con- 
tinue, with his ufual ardour and fuccefs, the duties of an amba£ 
iador of Chrift. But our hopes are deftroyed. Though much 
of his journey was pafled by him in compofure of mind ; yet at 
fome periods of it he was affli&ed with a moft diftreflirig ftate of 
the nervous fyftcm. By the fufferings of thefe periods, his 
ftrength was fenfibly diminifhed. As the end of his courfedrew 
nigh, the tranquility of his mind was reftored. He was not ptr- 
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* Th£ Dr. experienced violent nervous fpafms, during which his 
r*iind was very much difordered. Thefe recurred about once on twice a 
day, and continued from half an hour to an hour. 
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nutted again to pafs through a fcene of mental fuffering. God, 
in mercy to bim y appeared for his relief. He removed the dark- 
nefs, whi<;h had enveloped his mind, feperated his foul from 
the prifpn of the body, and introduced it, as we truft, to an eter- 
nal and unclouded day. The laft hours of his life were worthy 
of his charafter. They were employed in devotional exercifes, in 
expreffions of confidence in God, and perfedt fubmiffion to his 
will.* 

An afHifted family, a bereaved church, a weakened %and pf 
brethren in the gofpel, and the friends of Chrift, who have heard 
his praife, or been benefited by his labours, remain to mourn his 
lofsu 

To the widow we would, on this melancholy occafion, 
addrefs the confolations of that religion, which (he has long pro- 
feffed to believe., You, madam, have been accuftomed to pafs 
through fcenes of fuffering. You have found God faithful to 
his profnifee. .He has, in times paft, been your fupporter^ and 
brought you from the furnace of affliftion. Trufl. in Jiitn, and 
he will continue to blefs jfou. Though he has taken the hqf- 
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* Dr. Buckminfter left this town the 2d of June. His complaints 
firfl; appeared alarming to his friends the preceding day; This was the 
ftrft time, that he had been incapable of attending upon the duties of his 
office. .He preached the day before to his own parifh, and adminiftered 
the Lord's Supper. For more than two days before his death, the friends, 
who accompanied him, Rate, that his mind was compofed. He was not 
thought by them to J>e dangeroufly fick, before the morning of the day, 
on which he died. He fpent a great part of the two days previous to his 
death in prayer. He died at Readfborough, Ver. June 16, of a mortifi- 
cation of the bowels : and was refpeflfully interred at Bennington the 
next day. The Rev. Mr. Marfh of that town preached an appropriate 
Sermon. on the occafion. The inhabitants teftified their refpecfc to his 
chara&er, and exprefled tkeir fympathy with the affli&ed widow. 
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band, oh whom* you h6ped to leart for fuppOrt, he 1 ' hs» kk ydii 
children to care fof your' happirieft, atld to faftairr you itt tlW 
evening of your fife. fie grateful for the Heflmgs, whieh reraalfl , 
and throw your cares uf>6n the Lord. Remember the inffriic-' 
tions and confblatiotis, which, in fof trier fcerfes" of dffilflfloh, ydtir* 
deceafed husband gave yotr, arid you will not want rny feeble 
endeavour s to guide" your refteeiidrfs. "The widow's God flHt 
lives, and will fupport you. 

The children demand, arid ndve dtif <kepeft fyrftpathy. 
Scarcely had you obtained a moment fe> compofe your feelifigs 
after the lofs of a brother, who 1 was the pride of the literature <d 
our country, and an ornament of the religion of Jefus, be&fli 
you were called to a new fcene of W0&* Voti w**e called by 
the iiifcrutable providence of God to receive the overwhelming 
intelligence, that your guide and gufffd&ft was rtO taore j tfeat 
your father flepf in death. Few have peflMd fadh i rw«fe j 
few have been called, under direumftaftee* of fo deef> diftreft, to 

mourn their lofs. Be grateful for the legacy nf their examples j 

be grateful, that they have left character* complete *n4 uttbrO* 
ken. But I muft defift, He muft be infenfible to the ftrong 
emotions of the foul, who can believe that earthly friends, can 
afford that fupport, which yotl require; t commend you to 
God ; He cafl and will comfort you^ He b faying to yotl, 

WHAT I DO, VOU KNOW NOT NOW, BUT YOU SHALL KNOW 
HEREAFTER. BE OP GOOD COUAAcJBj At»D ttB SVA1& ' STRBttf* 
GTHEN YOUR HEART. 
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* The Rev. Jofeph S. feuckminfter, p&ftof af th6 chtfrch ill Bfcittle*- 
flreef , Boftoji, died June 9th, after a diftrefltrig fatofceffe dt fefirthatt * W<Seft. 
The newsf of his father's death was given fo th$ ftfflily Oh th6 i$<h &f flte 
fame month. J 
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-W* ^YOfcld -fflingfc pur t?3rs with the bereaved and affljc- 
.ffid (Jbjif^b. Hie, who brake tp yp$ the bread of life, has left 
fp# forever, jB$> wfrp led in your devotions, and brought to 
•you ihe jneflggfa of Jefus Chiifl:, is filenced by death. The word 
&fG§4 m f|}ttvr« you muft hear from the lips of ftrangers. You 
A*ye frflSH fkbty bleflfd by the Great IJead pf the Church. He 
ht& given y°p a faithful minifter, aad cpntinued tp you his 
Mrauft for #jpre jtkjn thirty years. You loved him, and his 
&£art sinaS UJiite4 tp ypju by the tendered: and mo& facred tics. 
Jm ^bf darfc hpyr$ of his affliction tears of gratitude flowed from 
Jiis eyts, $rfee$ Jie faw feunfejf furroiunded by friends, whom h$ 
hH been ai|£f#!pejii*l *>f introducing into the church of Chrift ; 
food when fee beaf 4, that Jtheir prayers were afcending Jto heaven 
,t© /eajl dtnvn &MSeg? ppon ills head. Iinprefs his excellencies 
lifw© yoar bqajPts r Q?teb tha£ fpirii pf piety, by which his charac- 
ter ww di&Wgpifhsd* ?i&d w^ich influenced all his aftive po\yer$. 
Permit *ot his iftftrp^ipas tpbe loft ; let them live in your lives, 
And bripg f@rth fruit to jtjie glory off Qod. Be inftant in prayer, 
that you may again be furnifhed with a paftor, <wbo Jba'tljetd 
jfW wjih kRvwkdfg #n4 understandings aijd by his example guide 
jliou & fthe jy»y to heaven. I pi;omife you the fympathy and 
pjcayer* <>f gopd ojen i and, J truft, you will be fo humbled under 
tbt m jjtftfy band pf Qod, that, in his ojvn time, "he will exalt 

^ I: cfTihe pan£i£gtf&K in $is pfepe qutnot £esl unintpreftsd i,n 

tkcisaioistm moBt>wki& 4w <#Ufld us ipjto the bdnfe of our God. 

Ittecowrf ysm fera^fly jtp ii\qwr^ frp.w you have heard, and 

i«jpm«ed > »aler ifop i»/©ig:r^ipfts'#f ywv departed foetid and 

-paflor. He if ftoe rp few^r^cepwt pf the i ma» l nei:,in whkh 
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he preached -, you muft fopn anfvver at the bar of God for the 
manner, in which you have heard. Though dead, he now addref- 
fes you by his paft inftrudlions and example, and intreats you t§ 
be followers of Chrift as dear children. He points you to the 
Saviour, in whom was his truft, and befeeches you to become 
reconciled to God, that you may be filled with, everlafting joy * 
Particularly are thofe intcrefted on this occafion, who have en- 
joyed, and abufed the labours of a faithful fervent of Chrift ; 
who have hated knowledge and defpifed reproof. O ! that this 
providence might fpeak to fuch, as in a voice of thunder, and 
awaken them from the lethargy of fin to fpiritual life. You do 
not know the pain, which by your neglefLof Chrift and falva- 
tion, you have caufed your deceafed paftor to feel -, and the tears 
and prayers, which he has poured out for you in fecret places. 
You cannot now affeft his happinefs. He is gone, where Jforrow 
and fighing are unknown. Death, will fbon terminate your 
probation. Tremble, tremble, for your fituation. I befeech 
you, be ye reconciled to God, accept the. offered mercy, and fly 
from the wrath to come. 

My fathers, and brethren, in the miniftry, we ought, and, 
I truft, do feel a deep intereft on this mournful occafion. In 
this part of our country, where divifions and animofities are 
breaking up our churches, the lofs, which we are called to deplore, 
is no Imall calamity. The venerable fervant of Chrift, who 
ftatedly miniftered in this place, was an a&ive, pious, and zealous 
member of our Aflbciation. He was ever ready to ftrcngthen our 
hands, and encourage our hearts. With tendernefs he reminded 
us of our faults, and counfeled us in our difficulties. He gave 
ipirit and animation to our meetings, and invigprated our exe{- 



tions* To'<our churches he was a welcome meffenger M Jefo*i 
and he nev«er refufed to labour in the tfervice oF his uwfter. W^ 
Ihatl fee his face no more. The memory of his virtues, ITiope, 
will not be lfcft, nor his friendly counfels forgotten, At therocn- 
mencement of the prefent year, he gave us appropriate mftrtlo 
tiofes on the nature of our calling, and die fpirit, which (hould 
animate our labours.* He afforded a bright example of minifte- 

♦ * « • ♦ * 

mlinduftry and zeal. He has gone to appear before his Judge! 
We rmift fcon follow hwi, and give account of our ftewsrdfhip. 

God grant, that in the hour of death our rejoicing may be, the 

» • » • 

TESTIMONY OP A GOOD CONSCIENCE* THAT IN SIMPLICITY AND 
GODtY SINCERITY, NOT WITH FLESHLY WISBOM, BUT BY THE 
GRACE OP GOD, WE HAVE HAD OUR CONVERSATION IN **HE 

world. At that hour may we be enabled to fay with as much 
truth, as wetruft, our departed father and friend could; i have 

FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT f J HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE, I HAVE 
KEPT THE FAITH, HENCEFORTH THERE IS LAID UP FOR ME A 
CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS 
JUDGE, WILL GIVE ME IN THAT DAY. 

In times like the prefent, under fuch melancholy vifitations 
of divine providence, as we are called to witnefs, we are expofed 
to indulge feelings of defpondency, and to tremble for the ark of 



* On the firft day of the prefent year Dr. Buckminfter preached a 
Sermon at Hamptqnfalls, particularly addreffed to the members of the 
Affociation. He unfolded the danger, to which Minifters are expofed of 
negle&ing their own hearts, while they preach to others ; the neceffity of 
their poffeffing perfonal holinefs, and of their aiding each other in the 
duties of their refponfible office by the exercife of candour, charity and 
love. 
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QUr God. But the minifters of Chrift, as fuch, (hould never knovv 
defpondency. The religion, which we preach to others, fhould 
bear us up under thefe trials. We are allured, that the 'gates of 
hell will never prevail againft the church of Christ. It is founded 
on a rock, and cannot be moved. " The gofpel lives, though the 
" preachers of the gofpel die. Ill that there is no change. The 
" everlasting gofpel is its name* No viciflitudes of private life, 
no civil tumults, no publick revolutions, can injure or endanger 
it. It has comforted our departed friends. When we are dead, 
« it will comfort our furviving relatives. It will guide the 
" living and fuftain the dying, till that period of the divine admin- 
" istration fhall arrive, when fin, and pain, and death, (hall b$ 
" no more." 
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